West Virginia is comprised of 55 school districts that serve approximately 302,892 students. With the lost coal-tax revenue, rise in unemployment, and the increase in minimum wage, the state is financially struggling. For the past several years, major cuts have occurred including a reduction in funding for higher education, early childhood education, and intervention programs. As a result, these cuts have driven up the cost of higher education tuition, "making it increasingly harder to attract good-paying jobs that require a college education." 1 The 2016 budget continues this trend. However, the decrease in K-12 enrollment as well as adjustments to the school aid formula helped "soften the impact of the budget cuts." 2 The rising local property taxes "allowed the state to reduce its share of the school aid formula by $27 million from 2015." 3 With a $4.67 billion budget, 43% is designated to public education and only 10% to higher education, resulting in a total $63.7 million decrease from last year. West Virginia also continues to remain one of the lowest paying in teacher salaries compared with its neighboring states.
fu n di ng pr ior ities p-12 education
The main priority now is funding early childhood education, providing teachers for critical need schools, ensuring standards are rigorous, and focusing on workforce development (career technical centers and additional programs).
In 2012, West Virginia made a 10-year commitment to provide early childhood education to every four-year-old. As of May 2015, West Virginia Universal Pre-K program is now in place in all 55 counties for 72% of all eligible four-year-olds. The state Pre-K program ranks fifth in the nation for access to preschool for four-year-olds and fourth in the nation for overall spending for preschool. West Virginia continue to leads the nation with these efforts.
In order to secure teachers for critical need schools, West Virginia House Bill 2139 was passed in April 2015 which will allow retired teachers to be employed as substitutes in areas of critical need and shortage for substitutes beyond the 140-day post-retirement employment limit. In the same legislative session, House Bill 2645 was passed which established alternative teaching certificates for critical need areas. The bill also expanded the availability of the UnderwoodSmith Teacher Loan Assistance Program, and increased the annual amount of assistance available from $2,000 to $3,000. 4 In February 2015 House Bill 2934 was introduced to repeal the Common Core Standards. 5 Repealing the standards will cost the state $128 million over a four-year timespan. 6 After months of debates and surveys, in November 2015, the West Virginia Board of Education asked to replace Common Core with new standards, which the department is calling the West Virginia College and Career Readiness Standards.
In 2012, West Virginia developed workforce goals for the next five years which included developing workforce training programs, Career and Technical Centers, promoting technical training, and ensuring job development. 7 ch a nges to fu n di ng for mu l a for p-12/higher education West Virginia's school aid formula determines a base level of funding for each school district, based on factors, such as enrollment and population density. 9 • The school aid formula was reduced by $27 million from FY 2015 due to falling student enrollment along with rising property taxes. • Higher education was reduced by $12 million from FY 2015, making it an eight-year low. 10 According to projections based on the governor's FY 2015 budget, "higher education funding will be down by over $168 million by FY 2019." 11 • House Bill 2478 was passed in April 2015 revising certain aspects of public school finance and the school aid formula. First, it eliminated the authority of growth county boards of education to designate regular school board levy revenues due to new construction or improvements to a Growth County School Facilities Act Fund (a fund established to help growing school districts with limited facilities). Second, it authorized propane as an eligible fuel for the 10% additional percentage allowance for school bus systems using alternative fuels. Third, it extended the bus replacement cycle from twelve to fifteen years. Fourth, it eliminated certain adjustments in the basic foundation program. 12 pr essi ng state issu es a ffecti ng p-12
In order to fund Medicaid and in an attempt to close the $195 million budget gap from FY 2015, $44 million was transferred from the teacher's retirement account (TRES) along with $25 million from the Rainy Day Fund. Base budget revenues are $685 million less in 2016 compared to 2008. The only sources of revenue growth in West Virginia are from personal income, sales and use, and severance taxes. 13 exclusi v e to p-12: forces di v erti ng fu n ds from tr a ditiona l pu blic school distr icts
The governor is committed to keeping charter schools out of the state. Before a charter school can be created there first must be a charter school law. West Virginia is one of the eight states that currently does not have a charter school law. The governor plans to use funds to provide opportunities for all students by rewarding schools for innovation and creativity while raising student achievement, also known as The Innovation Zone. 14 The State Legislature has allocated $2.2 million for The Local School Dropout Prevention and Recovery Innovation Zone grant that schools may apply for. p-12 per-pu pil ex pen ditu r e $11,132 a llocation of state doll a rs a n d percen t of the state bu dget for p-12 a n d higher education 2016 Budget: Total $4.675 billion P-12 Education: $2,031,000 (43%) Higher Education: $461,000 (10%)
